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“The City of Jesus Christ”      Text – Psalm 122       Readings – 1 Chron. 11:1-9; Revelation 21

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
We read in 1 Chronicles 11 of the time that Jerusalem became the political capital of Israel.  And soon after that, David brought the ark there also and the tabernacle was put up.  
And so, Jerusalem became the political and religious capital of Israel.  Three times a year, all the Israelites were expected to journey to Jerusalem to participate in the national feasts.
Well, it is because of this that in 1980 the Israeli parliament declared the city of Jerusalem to be the undivided, eternal state capital of Israel.
And at that time, a group of Christians set up The International Christian Embassy in Jerusalem.  
And it still exists today.  It has branches and representatives in over 80 nations across the world.
They have two major goals:

1. To serve as a conduit by which Christians can show their love and support for the people and nation of Israel 
2. And, from their website, “to be a prophetic voice to this generation concerning God’s unwavering plan to fulfil His covenant promises to the fathers of Israel.  Namely, that He would ultimately restore the children of Israel to their rightful land and sequentially to a right relationship with their God, the God of Israel.”     

And a key Bible passage for them is Psalm 122 and especially v6, “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.”
Let me explain their theology a bit.  And there are variations in the specifics from one person to another, but broadly speaking, many Christians believe that as history continues, the nation of Israel and the City of Jerusalem will become the center of the world’s attention to the point that the end-times Battle of Armageddon will be fought around Jerusalem between the forces of Anti-Christ and Christians.  But when all hope seems lost for the Christian side, Jesus will come again and lead His people to victory and re-establish the throne of David on Temple Mount in Jerusalem.  And He will rule from Jerusalem for a 1000 year period, after which will come the Day of Judgment.   
And so, when they read, “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem,” it is the patch of dirt in the Middle East that is known as Jerusalem that is the subject of their prayers – Lord, protect Jerusalem, build up Jerusalem, secure Jerusalem, keep her citizens safe from the missiles fired on her, work within the Israeli parliament to accomplish your goals for Jerusalem, may the Jews there come to know Jesus Christ, etc.
Well Psalm 122 does indeed mention Jerusalem.  Our desire today then is to view Psalm 122 in the context of Scripture to see what it reveals about Jesus Christ and Jerusalem.  And we do so as consider the Psalmist’s Jerusalem and the New Jerusalem as our two headings.
So firstly then, the Psalmist’s Jerusalem.

1. A few weeks back, I read the first column of a new journalist in the Press.  And if I remember correctly, she is originally from Zurich and has lived in Paris and other European cities.  But she is married to a Kiwi and has come to settle here in Christchurch.  And her time here now is her third visit to Christchurch with the first two having happened since the earthquakes.  
a. Well, in her column, she wrote about the city.  And she said that in her first two visits she felt that there was no city.  All of the things that to her defined a city were missing in Christchurch.  But now, according to her, that has changed.  The city is back!  There is an energy and a vibrancy.  There is a growing sense of culture and architecture.  The people are steadily returning.  There are interesting spaces.  There is an air of expectation about what the rebuilt city will look like and how it will function.  
b. Now, whether you agree or disagree with her, what cannot be denied is that we live in a world where cities play an increasingly important role in the lives of many people.  100 years ago, 2 out of every 10 people lived in a city.  Now, 6 out of every 10 people live in a city.  And people get attached to cities, often to the one they grew up in.  
i. I still think that you can’t beat Wellington on a good day even though you may only get 2 good days a year!  
ii. But for many Christchurchians, places like Hagley Park or Lyttleton or up on the Port Hills or, of course, the old Cathedral square were or are what makes Christchurch a special city.  
A. People get attached to their city.  
2. Well, none of that comes close to what Jerusalem meant to the Jews.  Remember, because the light of the Lord came down into the Holy of holies, it could be said that God lived in the Temple.  And three times a year, as I said earlier, the Jews were required to head to Jerusalem to celebrate the national feasts.  
a. And regardless of which direction you came from, that meant going up to Jerusalem because it is located about 800m above sea level.  
b. And so, you have these Psalms of ascent, Psalms 120-134, which were probably Psalms sung by the Jews as they made their way up to Jerusalem for the feasts.  
i. And the first of these is Psalm 120 which is the lament of a Jew who is far away from Jerusalem, in exile, in Meshech/Kedar,.  
ii. But then, in Psalm 121, you have the song of one who can now see Jerusalem up on the hill ahead.  “I lift up mine eyes to the hills!”  And they just cannot wait to be finally within her again!  
iii. And then, with Psalm 122, the pilgrim has arrived in Jerusalem and is looking up and around and marvelling again at God’s city.
A. For some time now, as the time of the feast has approached, we can imagine family members and the people of villages and towns have called out to each other, “Let us go to the house of the Lord,” and have looked forward to being in Jerusalem again.  
B. And how the Psalmist rejoiced to hear that call that has now brought him to the streets of Jerusalem where he now looks up at gates and walls and buildings.
3. And he celebrates, in vv3-5, what we might call the unity of Jerusalem.  
a. From v3, it is a well-ordered city with rows of streets and houses that are “closely compacted together.”  
i. And you boys and girls will know what this is about.  You drive out to West Melton and Darfield and you see these big houses with lots of land around them.  But in the city, you find apartments built right next to each other or on top of each other with no section at all.  
A. Because so many people want to live in cities, they have to live very close together.  
B. And so, while out on your rural property you might be able to paint your house whatever colour you like and make noise and have animals and fix your car on the front lawn, in the cities, you just cannot do those things because you are so close others people.  Closeness breeds a kind of unity.  
ii. And yet, we need to remember that the Psalmist is not Kevin McCloud off TV’s Grand Designs!  He is not an architect or a town planner who is taking us on a tour of the city to admire its design.  
A. Just think about Israel’s history.  The time before the Kings was the time of the Judges.  There were pretty independent tribes and clans and families with no central ruler.  And what was the refrain of the Book of Judges?  “Every man did what was right in his own eyes.  They were times of immoral and idolatrous chaos.  
B. But now, under David, Israel has become a united country under the Law of God in terms of justice and religion.  
C. And it is this that the Psalmist is celebrating in vv4-5 as he speaks about the tribes going up and the “thrones of judgment.”
b. But is such unity automatic?  Was Israel’s king always godly and just?  No he was not.  And the Book of Kings makes that very plain.  And the Psalmist recognizes this as he moves                           from celebration to prayer in vv6-8.  
i. In the Law, God said, “I am a jealous God punishing the children for the sins of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me.”  
A. And so, in Deut. 28, He warned the people what would happen if they walked in disobedience.  He said, “You will be cursed in the city.”  He said they would be defeated by their enemies, others would live in houses they had built, and they would be driven away to a far off land.  
ii. But in His Law He also said, I am a God who “shows lovingkindness to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.”  
A. And He promised them great blessing if they were obedient.  He said, “You will be blessed in the city.”  Your enemies will be defeated.  You will enjoy abundant prosperity.  
c. And so, you can see then what the Psalmist means with this Psalm.  When the King is on the throne and He loves the Lord and rules well, blessing flows out through the city to all of the Lord’s people.  And so, he prays “for the peace of Jerusalem” and commits himself to doing all he can to work or the prosperity of the city.  
Well, let us fast forward now, in the second place, to consider the new Jerusalem.  

1. And we do so first of all by turning in our Bibles to Jeremiah 7:1.  
a. For there we find words spoken against the very people who have come to Jerusalem singing Psalm 122.  “This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD:  "Stand at the gate of the LORD's house and there proclaim this message: "'Hear the word of the LORD, all you people of Judah who come through these gates to worship the LORD.  This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Reform your ways and your actions, and I will let you live in this place.  Do not trust in deceptive words and say, "This is the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD!"”  
i. You see, they had come to think that just because they were God’s chosen people and just because they had a son of David as King and just because they had the temple, they could live as they pleased.  
ii. And the prophet is warning them that if they do not repent God would deal with them exactly as He had the people of the Northern Kingdom, by destroying even the temple and Jerusalem and sending them into exile.
iii. But the people refused to believe that the Lord would do such a thing to them.  And so, around 600 BC, the Babylonians came, destroyed the Temple and Jerusalem and carried the people away into exile.  
2. But 70 years later, God brought them back to Israel.  Jerusalem and the temple were rebuilt.  So, would the people learn from what had happened?  Would they serve the Lord as His holy people?  Well, turn with me now to Mark 13:1.  
a. Jesus is in Jerusalem with His disciples.  We read, “As He was leaving the temple, one of His disciples said to Him, "Look, Teacher!  What massive stones!  What magnificent buildings!"”  
i. And there is an echo of Psalm 122 in the words of the disciples, isn’t there, as they marvel at Jerusalem’s architecture.  
ii. But look at Jesus’ response: “"Do you see all these great buildings?" replied Jesus. "Not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down."”  
A. And with these words, Jesus foretold the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple that occurred in 70 A.D.  God’s patience with His people was about to run out.  For now, having killed the prophets He had sent them, they were about to kill the Son He had sent them.  They were about to crucify the very one whom the city and the king and the temple pointed forward to – Messiah.
3. So now I want to ask you a question here.  And maybe you boys and girls might know the answer.  Do you remember if Jesus said anything about rebuilding the temple?   He did, didn’t He!  We read those words in John 2.  
a. In answer to a request for a miraculous sign, “Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days."  The Jews replied, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?"”  
i. But Jesus was not talking about that building was He.  John says, “But the temple He had spoken of was His body.”
4. Brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, do you think we are to look now and focus on and long for a rebuilt temple in a city in the Middle East?  Is that to be our Psalm 122 prayer?  Are we to be praying for a massive construction project with cranes and blocks and gold and a new Holy of holies room in which Jesus will sit for 1000 years and rule this earth?
a. No.  The temple we are to pray for and long for is Jesus.  As we read in Rev. 21:22, there is no temple in heaven because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple.  And they are the temple in the city of New Jerusalem which is a heavenly city already, now, today!  NJ not some future city to exist in Middle East.  NJ is something that exists today and that is a part of every Christian’s ordinary experience.  And we see this as we turn to Hebrews 12.  Please turn there with me.
i. Revelation 21 describes ‘the holy city, the new Jerusalem that came down out of heaven from God.”  
A. And if, for the sake of argument, we accept it as a description of the city that will be built in the Middle East.  And given that the city is described as being a cube of 12,000 stadia, which is 2,250 km, that means that if it were to have the earthly Jerusalem at its centre it would cover most of the Mediterranean Sea, Turkey, Egypt, the Red Sea, Syria, Jordan and Iraq.  

B. And, because it is a cube, it would also be 2,250km tall!
1) Last year, Felix Baumgartner set a new free fall record when he jumped out of a balloon pod and landed safely on earth.  And if you have seen that you will know that he was right up there in the black stuff.  Well, he jumped from 39km up.  

2) And officially, space doesn’t even begin until 81km above the earth.

3) The International Space station and the space shuttle orbit at around 400km up. 

4) But it seems as though the City of Jerusalem on earth that many Christians look forward to is to be 2,250km high.  
C. Congregation, the picture of the New Jerusalem we have in Revelation is not of one city on this earth that exists for 1000 years.  It is a cosmic unfolding of the new heavens and the new earth with Christ ruling over everything and everyone for all eternity.
b. But what Hebrews 12 helps us to see is that the eternal reign of Christ from New Jerusalem has begun already in the church!  Here, today, by the power of the Holy Spirit, you are in the New Jerusalem!  
i. You see, the Hebrew Christians were really struggling.  Life was very difficult for them.  And the writer of Hebrews wants to warn them and to encourage them to persevere in the faith.  
ii. So from v15 he warns them by saying, in effect, look back to the example of Esau.  Do not be godless and immoral like Esau.  And later, from v25, His warning will be Look ahead to the Second Coming of Jesus who will judge all mankind.  But here in v18, his warning is Look UP!  
iii. And he explains this by contrasting the position of the Christian with the position of the Israelite who stood at the bottom of Mt. Sinai and witnessed the terrifying appearance of the Lord there that is recorded in Exodus 19.  

A. As the believer of that time met with God, there was terror and trembling; there was abject horror to the point that the people, including Moses as we see in v21, could not stand to be in God’s presence.

1) And that was because all that stood between them and God was a sinful high priest and the blood of a goat or a bull in a tent in the desert.

B. But if you keep your finger in ch. 12 and turn back to 8:1 for a moment, we read these words about Jesus, “We … have such a high priest, who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, and who serves in the sanctuary, the true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by man.”
1) And in ch. 9:14, “How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!”
a) Jesus was the perfect High Priest.  Jesus offered the perfect blood sacrifice.  And having died on the cross for the forgiveness of sins, He has entered heaven, the true tabernacle, the true temple, the true Jerusalem, where He continues to plead on our behalf.
C. And what this means for us as NT believers is explained in 10:19, “Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith.”  
D. And so, as we turn back to ch. 12, yes, as we se see in 12:28, we are to worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our ‘God is a consuming fire,’” but we are free to worship Him with joy and boldness and confidence and full assurance because of Jesus.
E. And the key message of ch. 18, from v18, is that when we worship, especially as we gather on Sundays, God does not come down to one place on earth, but instead He draws all His people up to Him in heaven – the New Jerusalem!  
1) Do you see that?  “You have not come to a mountain that can be touched…”  v22, “You have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God.”
a) And note who is worshipping there:
i) From v22, there are 1000s of angels in joyful assembly, singing to God, “Holy, Holy, Holy,” and “Worthy are you to receive glory!” as we read in Revelation.
ii) The church is there, described here as “the church of the firstborn.”  Men, women, boys and girls all across this planet who gather in the name of Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit and join their voices to those of the angels in the praise of the Triune God in heaven!
iii) God is there as we see in v23.

iv) And “the spirits of righteous men made perfect” is a reference to all of those who have died in Christ and whose souls are in heaven.  They sing today in heaven.  
A) B&S, Y P & b & G, the loved ones of so many of us who have already died join their voices to ours, even now, as we sing in praise to God!  
v) And from v24, Jesus is there; King Jesus, Victorious Jesus, Conquering Jesus – our Mediator.
b) And so, you are, right now, at worship in the New Jerusalem where the angels are and God is and the worldwide church is and those who have already gone to glory are and where Jesus Christ is!  

i) The church of Jesus Christ at worship is the New Jerusalem now!  Halleluja!
c. And yet, while we truly experience this New Jerusalem in gathered worship, it is but a glimpse, isn’t it.  We withdraw from the pressures and concerns of the world to focus our attentions on the praise of our God in Jesus Christ and by His Spirit – to be with Him in a way that we cannot during the week because here we are with Him together, but it is soon over and we go our separate ways. 
i. And the writer of Hebrews speaks of this in 13:14, “For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for the city that is to come.” 
A. From Sunday to Sunday, we ‘step into’ the New Jerusalem for a few moments, but the time is coming when the New Jerusalem shall be our permanent home!
Well, like the Psalmist, we are to celebrate the unity of the New Jerusalem and pray for the peace of the New Jerusalem and commit ourselves to work for her prosperity.  How do we do that?
And while we have seen that there is a universal sense to this prayer, it must, also, for each one of us, have in view the Reformed Church of Dovedale.  
As you look around at the people in this building, can you say, Jerusalem in Dovedale “is built like a city that is closely compacted together”?
Recalling the words of Philippians 2:1-4, can we say that we are like-minded?  Having the same love?  One in spirit and purpose?  Are we those who do “nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than [ourselves]”?  Do we each “look not only to [our] own interests, but also to the interests of others”?
And we will immediately have thoughts in our minds about how we answer that question in relation to others or about us as a congregation, but the Word of the Lord comes today to you and to me – Do you love these people?  Are you committed to worshipping and studying the Bible and serving and sharing the gospel with these people?
Do you pray with them and for them?  Do you visit them to laugh when they laugh and cry when they cry?  

Or are you an independent, self-reliant, ‘I will participate with what suits me and with what I agree with and with what is done how I think it should be done’ person?  
Philippians congregation – no issues – but the devil divides – a key issue.
And if our self-examination reveals a selfishness and a lack of love, it is the very next verses of Philippians 2 that provides us with the solution: “Your attitude should be the same as that of Jesus Christ” who humbled Himself, sacrificially, and served.

We look to who He is – the exalted King of heaven.

We look to what He has done – He has brought us into the family of God, a part of which is 

here today.

      We look to what He promises – where 2 or 3 of you gather in my name, there am I with you.

    It is JOY – Jesus first, Others second, Yourself last.

But we must also cast our eyes beyond the people inside these four walls.  The desire of the Lord Jesus is that more and more sinners become part of the New Jerusalem by faith and repentance and that more and more churches be established across this world.  That is why He said, “Go and make disciples.”
  A community of saved disciples makes disciples from in here and out there.
And for this we need gospel preachers – brothers, is the Lord calling you to full-time ministry?  Is the Lord calling you to the mission field?
But if full-time ministry is not your calling, you must do what you can to proclaim the gospel in your sphere.  As we have seen in the book of Acts … the gospel was primarily spread through everyday people whose lives had been transformed by the power of Christ and who bubbled over with the gospel.  
And that does not necessarily mean you have to stand up in your workplaces and preach the gospel until security comes to remove you.   It means that you live a gospel-transformed life and that you take every opportunity to sew “gospel threads” into your conversations with nonbelievers.  And if you don’t know what that means, that is a great way to start a conversation over a cuppa out the back.  How do you sew gospel-threads into conversation?
  This too is how we pray for the peace of Jerusalem and work for her prosperity.
You see, we saw earlier that the Jews lost sight of what they were chosen for – they remembered the chosen part but they forgot that it was a chosen for obedience.  

And so, they became comfortable with all things Jewish and even more comfortable with the pleasures of the world.
They ignored the warnings of the Lord’s prophets and eventually the Lord withdrew the light of His presence from them and the temple they so treasured was torn down.

Well, Ephesians 1 teaches us that we are chosen in Christ.  Ephesians 2 teaches us that we are saved not by our works but by grace alone in Christ alone and by faith alone.  
But Ephesians 2:10 teaches us that it is a choosing and saving in Christ Jesus “to do the good works which God has prepared beforehand for us to do.”

We have not been chosen to live comfortable middle-class lives and to work so we can afford the next model i-phone or a longer holiday; we have been chosen to make disciples. 

So we must ask the question: Is our love for Jesus such that we are busy with disciple-making?  
For if not, the prophetic message of the Lord to us is, “Remember the height from which you have fallen!  Repent and do the things you did at first.  If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place.”
Psalm 122 expects much of us, doesn’t it.  But it also gives us much to celebrate.  
· Jesus reigns as king of the New Jerusalem.  
· Jesus has blessed us as a congregation with many gifts and abilities.  
· And regardless of what physical or financial or political upheavals the future may hold, one day Jesus will come on the clouds of glory to usher in the New Jerusalem!  So again, as we pray for the peace of Jerusalem, we say, “Come quickly, Lord Jesus.”  Amen.
